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Welcome Back!
Dear Parents,
Thank you for your patience and understanding as we have developed our action plans and risk assessments ready for the full reopening
of the school, in line with Government guidelines.
All of us here are feeling confident, determined and ready to ‘hit the ground running’ on Monday 8th March; delivering a broad and
balanced curriculum whilst providing children with lots of opportunity for outdoor adventure.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Parents for their support with our Remote Learning package this term. Parents have had to
become teachers all of a sudden, with many trying to work from home too. Thank you again for your efforts.
This is a summary document of the full plans for the full reopening of the school. It will answer most questions however, I am aware that
there may still be specific questions. In this booklet, I detail information regarding some Live Q&A sessions. Alternatively, you are very
welcome to contact your child’s class teacher or myself and we will do our best to answer your queries.
All children return on Monday 8th March 2021.
The Department of Education states that, from Monday 8th March, it is an expectation that all children, in all year groups, attend school
full time from this date. Usual attendance policies apply, including leave of absence forms required for any planned period of absence. In
very rare circumstances, a child may be advised by a healthcare professional to not attend school. If this is the case, please contact us as
soon as possible so we can make plans for remote education to continue.
We are very much looking forward to welcoming everyone back on Monday.

Jake Imrie

Systems of Control Pt. 1
We will have a number of preventative measures in place when all children return to school. The majority
of these measures are very familiar to children. These Department for Education systems are
hierarchical, with the most important at the top.
1.

Minimise contact with individuals who display symptoms of Coronavirus.

All adults and children must not attend school if:
2.
-

They have one or more of the Coronavirus symptoms.
A member of their household (including someone in their support bubble or childcare bubble if they
have one) has Coronavirus symptoms.
They are required to quarantine having recently visited countries outside of the Common Travel
Area.
They have had a positive test for Coronavirus.
Parents and Visitors on the school site should wear Face Coverings.
When dropping off or collecting your child(ren), please wear a face covering (unless you are
medically exempt).
Staff will wear face coverings when communicating with parents and working in areas of the school
where they cannot socially distance from other adults, such as the staff room.
Children in Primary Schools do not need to wear a face covering.

Systems of Control Pt. 2
3.

Clean your hands thoroughly and more often than usual.

Coronavirus is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. Therefore, we will increase the amount of times
throughout the day that everybody is encouraged to wash their hands. This will be sometimes with
sanitiser and sometimes with soap and water.
Children will wash their hands when:
- They arrive at school.
- When they return from breaks.
- When they change rooms.
- Before and after using the toilets.
- Before and after eating.
4.

Ensure good respiratory hygiene for everyone - ‘Catch It; Bin it; Kill it’!

The DfE states that the ‘Catch It; Bin it; Kill it’ approach continues to be very important. We will ensure
that children are reminded of good respiratory hygiene and will ensure that tissues and bins are available
to support this. We will be promoting this with children using the ‘E-Bug’ resources.
5.

Maintain enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often.

In line with our risk assessment, times throughout the day have been planned for frequently touched
surfaces to be cleaned. This will be carried out by school staff. In addition, we have made arrangements
for our cleaning team to carry out midday cleaning schedules.

Systems of Control Pt. 3
6.

Consider minimising contact across the site and maintain social distancing, where possible.

The Department for Education states that it is important to keep groups separate but to still provide a
broad and balanced curriculum. The DfE also states that ‘whatever the size of your groups, they should
be kept apart from other groups’. There is no set size of a ‘bubble or group’ with some bubbles being as
small as less than ten in some schools and up to bubbles of over 100 children in other schools.
-

Consistent Groups - Children will be kept in their 4 class groups and will continue to use their own
entrance/ exit. They will learn in their 4 separate classrooms and will not share rooms or resources.
However, 2 classes will come together for activities such as assemblies, sports, outdoor play and
extra curricular activities. This is a slight change to the Autumn Term and has been fully risk
assessed. This will allow for greater flexibility and creativity in delivering the curriculum whilst
providing children with a greater sense of normality at school. This will allow for important
differentiated curriculum areas such as Read Write Inc phonics to fully take place.

‘Assess your circumstances and try to implement bubbles of an appropriate size… but make sure
this will not affect the quality and breadth of teaching or access for support for all children.’
The Department for Education (February 2021)
-

Staffing - The Department for Education guidance states that all school staff are permitted to work
across classes around the school. We will minimise this by keeping staff in consistent classes
wherever possible, whilst ensuring the delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum.

Classrooms have been arranged with desks facing forwards to minimise face to face contact and will be
well ventilated.

Drop oﬀ and Collection
-

All parents and children enter and exit either via the St John’s Close entrance or Blindwell Hill entrance.
Please maintain social distancing from other adults.

-

All adults are asked to wear face covering unless medically exempt.
It is advised that only 1 family member drops children to school to reduce the number of adults on the
school site.
We now have 2 simple drop off times. Parents with siblings across both times should drop off all
children at the earlier drop off time. This will allow adults to leave the site immediately and not have to
wait to drop off other children. If waiting to collect, please maintain social distancing.
Parents are not permitted, unfortunately, to enter the school at this time.
The school office remains closed.
For now, we politely ask you to leave the site immediately after dropping off or collecting.
After-School Club Collection is the main Front Office entrance.

-

-

Drop oﬀ

Collect

EYFS, Year 1 & Year 2

8.45am

3.00pm

Year 3, 4, 5 & 6

9.00am

3.15pm

What to Wear?
When all children return to school on Monday 8th March, they will be asked to wear their full school uniform. We do
recognise that it has been a difficult time and you may be waiting for new trousers etc… so we will, of course,
understand if the odd piece is missing, to begin with.
We have a wide range of options available to cater for children’s individual preference.
Children are welcome to wear grey or black trousers/ skirts/ tailored shorts. Green check summer dresses are also
permitted as are ‘school style’ pinafore dresses in black or grey. Tights should be black, grey, dark blue or white.
White polo or formal shirts are permitted.
Our preference is that children wear black school shoes.
For PE, children simply require a white t-shirt, a pair of black or blue shorts or jogging bottoms and a pair of trainers.
(These trainers can be brightly coloured but will only be permitted for PE lessons).
Logo’d school uniform is available School Trends https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/
*Please note that while logo’d uniform is our preference, is it not required to allow alternatives available to families.
*Please note that our uniform options are for all children and our school uniform policy is gender-neutral.

What to Bring?
A Packed Lunch & Healthy Break Snack
(Unless having a school dinner/ fruit
provided in EY & KS1)

A waterproof Coat

Reﬁllable Water Bottle

(If necessary)

Book Bag
(Optional)

PE Kit
(This will remain in school and will
be sent home regularly for washing)

Pencil Case
(Optional- we have everything your
child will need but if they would like
their own pencil case in school for
projects, this is ﬁne)

Reading Book & Reading Diary &
Homework (As appropriate)

Break & Lunchtimes
Children will enjoy 2 morning break times and a lunch break. As determined by the teacher, an
afternoon break may often happen.

Break Time 1

Break Time 2

Lunchtime

EYFS, Year 1 & Year 2

10.00am

11.10am

12.15pm

Year 3, 4, 5 & 6

10.10am

11.20am

12.30pm/
12.45pm

Toilets
Children in Reception and Year 1 & 2 have separate downstairs toilets. Children
upstairs share the boys and girls toilets. Children are asked to ensure they wait until
someone has left before they enter to avoid mixing and overcrowding. An additional
midday clean of all touch surfaces and toilets will take place daily.

After School Club
The Department for Education encourages schools to provide ‘wraparound care’ for all pupils.
After School Club will be open for all pupils from Monday 8th March 2021.

This will continue to be led by Mrs Sharon Squires and will be open 3.00pm-5.00pm,
Monday-Thursday.

After school club will take place in the hall to allow for social distancing. The hall will be
arranged into the two key stages. Children attending the club will be dismissed from their
class and wait in the main entrance for Mrs Squires. They will wash their hands before
entering the hall. When the children play outside they will remain in their school bubbles.

Collection will be at the main entrance. Parents will contact Mrs Squires via her mobile
and she will bring the children to the door. Parents are to wear a mask when collecting
their child(ren). Snack will be provided for and prepared by Mrs Squires.

Anyone wishing to book after school care can contact Mrs Squires on: 07446387850

Curriculum
We will be providing a full curriculum. This includes core subjects such as
Reading, Writing, Maths, Spelling & Grammar, Handwriting and RE. These
sessions will usually take place during the morning sessions.
Every class will take part in 2 hours of PE weekly. Your child’s individual class
teacher will advise you of when this is however, PE kits should remain in
school at all times.
The wider curriculum including Science, History/ Geography, Music, Art &
Design, Modern Languages, Computing will also be provided. Science, History
and Geography are blocked into 3 week units to allow children to become fully
immersed in their learning topic.

We will not be completing formal assessments as soon as your children
return. Teacher’s will check for understanding in other ways.
We do, however, believe that children benefit from structure and routine and
our learning offer will commence rapidly. However, we are very aware that
children will have had different experiences during lockdown and we will be
sensitive and adaptable to needs as they become clear.
Homework will recommence including daily maths, reading, spelling and
times tables. (This may slightly vary across Year Groups and your child’s
teacher will ensure they are fully aware of their expectations).

Curriculum & Communication
We deliver discrete PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic) education
to all children. We understand that lockdown and being off school may have
had a bigger impact on some children compared to others. We also appreciate
that this is another large change for the children who have been attending
school too and we will monitor this carefully.
Once children have returned, teachers will monitor this carefully. As a school,
we have a range of strategies and social and emotional interventions that can
be put in place to support children.
If you feel your child may benefit from additional emotional wellbeing support
please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s class teacher. We will keep you
informed of any concerns or worries that we identify in school.
Extra-curricular activities will begin once the children are settled back into school
after the Easter Holidays. There will be a wide range of activities from Reception
to Year 6.
Once children have returned to school and have settled back into their learning
routine, we would like to invite you to a virtual Parent/ Teacher meeting.
This will allow us to report to you how your child has returned to school and to
set targets for the remainder of the academic year.
For your diary, the dates of these sessions will appear on the weekly newsletter.

Symptoms & Suspected Cases
Whilst infection rates have fallen considerably, we will ensure that we carefully implement our risk assessment
and protective measures. Therefore, if a child in school starts to display Covid-19 symptoms, they must be
sent home. We appreciate that this can be an inconvenience at times however, even if symptoms appear mild,
we have a responsibility to act as if this could possibly be a Covid-19 symptom.
If a child displays symptoms during the school day, they will be isolated (in a very discrete and calm way) from
other children and will wait with a member of staff until collection.
Other children in their class/ bubble will not be sent home unless a positive case is returned. If this child or
adult returns a positive test for Coronavirus, we will immediately contact our Local Public Health Protection
Team. We will inform them of the positive case, the contacts that have been affected and we will be advised
on the action we should take. This could result in the closure of 2 classes or more, dependent on the
individual situation.
We will constantly have our remote learning package ready to go in the event of a bubble closure. This will be
put in place straight away to ensure no learning time is lost.

A reminder: Parents, Carers and Staff members will need to:
- Book a test if they or their child has symptoms of high temperature; a new continuou
cough; a loss or change to your/ their sense of taste or smell.
- Self isolate immediately and not come to school if:
- You/ they develop symptoms
- You/ they have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for
Covid-19.

Our School Rules
When we all return to school, our 3 school rules remain in place. We will remind children of these and their
importance for keeping everyone safe and to ensure everyone enjoys their day at school.

We celebrate good choices by issuing Dojo points, weekly certificates, whole class rewards and more!

Our School Rules

If school rules are not followed, the procedure outlined below is followed.
-

Children will be given a verbal warning by an adult.

C1 - Child’s name is moved down and the child will have a discussion with the class teacher at break time
about their actions.
C2 - A time out in the classroom will be given. This will be recorded on SIMS. Discussion with class teacher.
C3 - Child is removed from the classroom and sent to the Executive Headteacher or Head of School. This is
recorded on SIMS and Parents are informed.

Live Meet - Q & A Session
I hope this information guide answers most
questions. However, if you do have any
additional questions you would like to ask you
can…

-

Contact your child’s class teacher (first
initial then surname @stbarnabasmat.com
Email me (jimrie@stbarnabasmat.com)
Phone the school office (01752 822471)
Attend one of the Live Q & A sessions,
taking place on Thursday 4th March at
2.00pm and 5.00pm. Please CLICK HERE
to sign up.

if you have any concerns or questions regarding your child’s return to school, please do not hesitate to contact
us. We want the transition period to be as enjoyable as possible for all. If you have specific concerns, we will be
able to offer transition events at the end of this week, in preparation for Monday 8th March.

Contacts & Communication
We will endeavour to keep you up to date as we return and settle back into our learning routine.

School Website LINK

Virtual Parents Evening
A written report (June)

A Newsletter (weekly) LINK

Class Dojo
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!

01752 822 471

